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LETTER OF QUALIFYING DISABILITY
To Whom It May Concern:

Suzanne Graves is a patient in my clinical practice of neurology. She has been a patient since April 2023.

Suzanne presented with a history of cognitive decline having suffered two previous head injuries.

Her clinical evaluation disclosed presence of a bilateral subacute subdural hemorrhage that has improved over a period of time. She was found to have patches of T2 FLAIR weighted hyperintensity in the bilateral cerebral hemispheric white matter and thalami and basal ganglia capsular complexes.

These findings are consistent with ischemic cerebrovascular disease a cause of cognitive decline or dementia.

She underwent diagnostic electroencephalography in August 2024, which showed multiple episodes of right frontocentral sharp and poly sharp wave activity spreading to the left hemisphere throughout the entire record consistent with electrographic seizures.

With her presentation and history, further testing included an amyloid PET/CT evaluation completed at Sutter Health.

This is a positive examination showing frequent loss of gray/white differentiation compatible with cortical amyloid beta deposition.

Her laboratory testing showed no other obvious risk factors on comprehensive testing for medical disease producing brain injury or dementia.
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She completed two forms of dementia screening evaluations. The AD8 Dementia Screening Interview was positive showing a score of 6/8 with her demonstrating problems with judgment, reduced interest in hobbies and activities, word and thought repetition, difficulty learning and utilizing tools, difficulty with recollection of such things as the month and year, trouble handling, complicated financial affairs, trouble remembering appointments, and daily problems with thinking and memory.

She completed the Montreal Cognitive Assessment (MoCA) with a score of 17/30; normative is greater than 26. She demonstrated some difficulties with visual-spatial and executive functioning, clock drawing, delayed recall, slightly reduced language, serial abstractions and problem with attention. Her ambulatory electroencephalogram was abnormal showing the presence of seizures.

She has been treated for the seizure disorder with some clinical improvement in recurrent spells of epilepsy.

She still has difficulty with cognitive function.

As such, I do not believe that Suzanne Graves at this time has the normal capacity for financial and self-affairs.

Please regard this woman’s history and presentation in compassionate terms of assistance.

Respectfully,

THOMAS E. McKNIGHT Jr, D.O. MPH

Senior Neurologist – Member, American College of Neuropsychiatrists

Diplomat in Neurology with Certification of Additional Qualifications in Neurophysiology and Sleep Medicine – American Osteopathic Board of Neurology & Psychiatry

Diplomat in Internal Medicine – American Osteopathic Board of Internal Medicine
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